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NOTES AND NEWS 



Henri Bergson, Litt.D., professor of philosophy in the University of 
Paris, and visiting French professor for the year 1912-13, completed his 
course of French lectures at Columbia University on February 18. An 
outline of the lectures, of which the general subject was " Spirituality et 
Liberte," follows: February 3 — Les nouvelles tendances de la philosophic 
— Attitude de la philosophie vis-a-vis de la science et vis-a-vis de Fart. — 
Importance capitale du probllme de l'esprit. — Rapport de ce probleme a 
celui de la liberte. February 4 — Des illusions ou Fintelligence tombe 
naturellement quand elle s'attaque au probleme de l'esprit et 
a celui de la liberte. — Croyance des anciens a la destinee. — Croyance 
des modernes a la determination necessaire de la conduite des indiv- 
idus et de la vie des peuples. — Influence constante que les mathe- 
matiques ont exercee sur la pensee des anciens et sur celle des modernes. 
February 10 — De la relation de l'esprit au corps. — Dans quelle mesure le 
fait mental depend- il du fait cerebral? — Danger des theories toutes faites, 
— Comment elles se sont insinuees dans la description et meme dans la 
constatation des faits. — Necessity de revenir a 1'experience pure et simple. 
February 11 — De la relation de l'esprit au corps (suite). — Le corps con- 
sidere comme orientant dans une certaine direction particuli^re 1'atten- 
tion de l'esprit. — Comment le corps et l'esprit peuvent agir Pun sur 
1'autre. February 17 — L'esprit envisage comme une force. — L'elan 
psychique. — Signification de certaines maladies de l'esprit. — Caractere 
artificiel des difficultes soulevees autour du probleme de la personnalite. 
February 18 — Spirituality et liberte.- — A quoi peut servir une force 
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spirituelle et libre? — D'ou vient-elle, et oii va-t-elle? — Signification de la 
vie individuelle et de la vie sociale. — Possibilite d'une metaphysique 
fondee exelusivement sur 1'experience. His lectures in English, on " The 
Method of Philosophy: Outline of a Theory of Knowledge," which were 
given under the auspices of the department of philosophy, occurred as 
follows: February 6 — The different kinds of philosophic doctrines. — 
Metaphysical and critical. — Inadequacy of the constructive method in 
metaphysics. — Illusions to which the critical method is liable : false prob- 
lems and artificial difficulties in philosophy. — Need to return to intuition, 
but to expand it. — Movement and immobility. February 1 — Change and 
rest. — Real duration. Apparent difficulties and illusory problems raised 
about the question of real duration. — The " self -contradictory " in phi- 
losophy. — Distinction between what is apparently or provisionally self- 
contradictory and what is really and definitely so. Examination of one 
or two notions from this particular point of view. February 13 — Eeal 
extension. — Distinction between this extension and space. — In what sense 
extension, like duration, is indivisible. — How certain difficulties relative 
to matter and mind, and their mutual relation, arise from a misunder- 
standing of the character of extension and duration. — Examination, from 
this point of view, of the first two antinomies of the Critique of Pure 
Reason. February 14 — First consequences: our experience, properly di- 
rected, attains absolute reality. An experimental metaphysics is pos- 
sible, but can only be progressively built up. — Method that such a meta- 
physics must adopt. Necessity for recasting, not only " forms " in the 
Kantian sense of the word, but also " concepts " or " categories." — Ex- 
amination, in particular, of the concepts of " unity " and " multiplicity." 
— Bearings of this examination on the theory of the nature of truth. 
February 20 — Causality and Law. — Concept of Cause subordinate to that 
of fact. In what sense a fact is real, in what sense artificial. — Psycho- 
logical origin of our belief in causality. — Metaphysical basis of this be- 
lief. February 21 — " Generality " and " concept." — Radical difference 
between resemblance and identity. — Real and artificial genera. — Generali- 
zation, viewed as a function of life. — The treatment of concepts by phi- 
losophers. — Necessity of recasting the terms in which problems are set. — 
The part played by intuition. — Conclusion. 

The Revue de Theologie et de Philosophic of Lausanne, the publica- 
tion of which has been suspended for several years, commenced a new 
series in January. The periodical will be published regularly under the 
editorship of Messrs. Pierre Bovet, Samuel Gagnebin, Rene Guisan, 
Charles Mereier, Henri-L. Mieville, Henri Reverdin, Arnold Reymond, 
and Maurice Vuilleumier. 

The Western Philosophical Association will hold its annual meeting 
at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, on Friday and Saturday, 
March 21 and 22. There will be a joint session with the Western Psycho- 
logical Association, probably Saturday morning. 

On February 14, Professor D'Arcy Thompson delivered the Herbert 
Spencer lecture at Oxford University on " Aristotle as a Biologist." 



